
 
 
 
 
 
Planning and Transport Committee      

 
Date: 17 February 2021 
 
Title: Car parking  

 
Purpose of the Report: To receive information presented to the Partnership 

Committee in December 2020 in respect of a parking 
study and: 
to consider a recommendation from the February 
meeting of the Partnership Committee in respect of 
concerns about perceived lack of enforcement of 
existing car parking restrictions by the local authority.  

 
Report author:                 Sarah Sandiford, Deputy Town Clerk 
                                            

Corporate 
Objective/s 

5 Year 
Plan 2019-
2024 
Aim 2 

Objective #16: to continue to liaise with the local 
authority on matters for which it is responsible 
and which affect residents of the parish. 

Implications:   

Financial None N/A - Parking is a Central Bedfordshire 
responsibility. 

Human Resources None N/A - Parking is a Central Bedfordshire 
responsibility. 

Operational/Service 
delivery 

None N/A - Parking is a Central Bedfordshire 
responsibility. 

Procedural/Legal None N/A - Parking is a Central Bedfordshire 
responsibility. 

Risk/Health & Safety None N/A - Parking is a Central Bedfordshire 
responsibility. 

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
  

Should the Planning and Transport Committee be minded:- 
 
1.1 To note the information in respect of the Central Bedfordshire parking 

study for Leighton Buzzard east/west, which was presented to the 
Partnership Committee on 10 December 2020 (see section 2). 

 
1.2 To consider actions in response to the recommendation from the 

Partnership Committee meeting held 4 February 2021 in terms of 
enforcement of existing parking restrictions (see section 3). 
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2 CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE CAR PARKING STUDY  
 
2.1 The Committee has been aware for some time that Central Bedfordshire Council 

was undertaking a car parking study in the town. 
 

2.2 At its meeting held on 10 December 2020, Steve Lakin (Strategic Transport 
Manager, Central Bedfordshire Council) gave a presentation to the Partnership 
Committee on behalf of colleagues in respect of the parking study. The minute 
reference reads as below:  
 
73/LLP PARKING STRATEGY UPDATE  

 

 Mr S Lakin gave a verbal update on proposals to regulate parking in various 
streets within West/East Leighton Buzzard Parking Study areas.   The demands 
on parking across the whole of the area had increased with most households 
having two or three cars and the need for enforcement to stop inconsiderate and 
unlawful parking was urgent. 

 
 RESOLVED to note the information. 

 
2.3 Partnership Committee was advised that Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) 

was moving to an area-based approach in respect of car parking. This would 
include a comprehensive study of an area, which would not then be revisited for 
a period of time unless a material change was to take place.     
 

2.4 A provider was commissioned to undertake a study of specific streets within two 
areas: Leighton Buzzard East and Leighton Buzzard West. This included a 
detailed line marking survey and 12-hour car parking counts on both a weekday 
and a weekend day. This took place prior to the Covid-19 pandemic. The provider 
would then present outcomes back to CBC with possible interventions for 
addressing problems such as safety related issues, emergency services access 
issues and keeping footways clear for pedestrians. This might include, for 
example, one way systems or introduction of resident parking zones.  
 

2.5 Work arising from the study has been significantly impacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic which has seen resources diverted to other priorities. Work will now 
take place in two distinct phases.    
 

2.6 In phase 1, due to take place in early 2021, CBC would advertise restrictions to 
bring forward proposals to address safety issues. The Town Council would be 
consulted on such proposals.  
 

2.7 In phase 2, specific proposals would be developed, to be initially presented to 
CBC elected Members for their consideration. Some policy issues needed to be 
agreed before proposed changes could be drawn up.  
 

2.8 The Partnership Committee was advised that any outcomes from the parking 
study would not provide a magic solution and that the ultimate aim would be the 
encouragement of more sustainable transport options such as increased walking 
and cycling. 
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2.9 In response to a query about Linslade, the Partnership Committee was reminded 
that a number of parking schemes and restrictions had been introduced to the 
area over recent years to try to address issues arising from commuter parking. 
Linslade could potentially be reviewed once the work for Leighton Buzzard east 
and west had been completed.   
 

2.10 On 10 February 2021, Central Bedfordshire Ward Members were advised of the 
following by CBC Highways officers, in respect of phase 1 of the agreed actions:  

 
Dear Councillors,  
  
We are now at the stage of advertising the proposed waiting restrictions. The 
restrictions will be advertised in the Leighton Buzzard Observer (and on the 
CBC website www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/publicstatutorynotices) in three 
batches. This is because there are quite a few public notices and plans to get 
ready, breaking it down makes the process more manageable. The dates when 
the restrictions are to be advertised are listed in the table below: 

  

  
Batch 

Date of 
publication 

Consultation 
end 

Ashwell Street 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Baker Street 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Beaudesert 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Brooklands Drive 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Centauri Close 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Doggett Street 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

East Street 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

George Street 1 16/02/2021 09/03/2021 

Cutlers Way 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Heath Road & Plantation 
Road 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Marley Fields 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Millbank 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Pear Tree Lane 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Plum Tree Lane 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Regent Street  2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

South Street 2 23/02/2021 16/03/2021 

Atterbury Avenue 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Bedford Street 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Cotefield Drive 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Lammas Walk 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Mill Road 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Steppingstone Place 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

Summer Street 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

The Chilterns 3 02/03/2021 23/03/2021 

        

  
 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/publicstatutorynotices
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3. CAR PARKING ENFORCEMENT  
 
3.1 Following presentation of the car parking study outcomes to the Partnership 

Committee on 10 December, CBC officers were thanked for the information and 
it was hoped that the study would result in actions to alleviate longstanding car 
parking issues in several streets across the town. It was acknowledged that the 
actions would take some time to be designed and delivered.  

 
3.2 As a short term measure, Committee members felt that enforcement of already 

existing parking restrictions was key. It was perceived that a lack of visible 
enforcement led to situations with cars parked illegally on yellow lines, on 
pavements and on both sides of the street, sometimes preventing emergency 
vehicle access.  

 
3.3 Further to the discussion, it was noted that the Town Council’s Planning and 

Transport Committee met much more frequently than the Partnership Committee 
and the following recommendation was made:  

 
RESOLVED to recommend to the Town Council’s Planning and Transport 
Committee that consideration be given to how to seek action from the local 
authority on the parking and enforcement issues raised at the December 
meeting of the Partnership Committee. 

 
3.4 The Committee is advised that responsibility for parking enforcement sits with 

the department for Community Safety, Parking and Programme.  Officers have 
contacted this department to seek an update on parking enforcement. 

 
 
 
End.  

 

 


